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"We stand for Dominion status" he said, "with the fiim conviction that England
cannot withhold it from India even if she wishes and that England will not wish it
even if she can. We aim at building up a strong, united, progressive India with a
unity that nothing shall break, with a deep and abiding sense of nationality and
solidarity which will synthesise all differences and in the fulness of time evolve a
nation whose material and moral strength and whose achievements will further the
highest aims of internationalism,"
Referring to the attempt on the Viceroy's life, Sir Phiroze Sethna said : "We
have nothing but utter abhorrence and condemnation of such insane acts of violence
and terrorism. If the authors of such deeds believe that the goal of independence
can be attained by such methods, which are as much morally and religiously repre-
hensible as they are insane, they are labouring under the greatest delusion and the
sooner they emancipate their immature or ill-tiained or ill-guided minds from this
delusion the better will it be for themselves and for India."
SECOND DAT—30th DECEMBER 1929
On this day, before discussion proceeded on the resolutions, the Federation
accepted the invitation of Mr. Jatindranath Basu to hold the next session of the
National Liberal Federation in Calcutta. The following two resolutions were then
moved from the chair and carried unanimously :—
1.   Bomb Outrage on Viceroy.
"This Federation strongly condemns the dastardly attempt to wreck His Excel-
lency the Viceroy's train and conveys to Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady
Irwin its congratulations on the providential escape of themselves and their party.
The Federation places on record its abhorrence and detestation of the crime which is
wholly repugnant to the spirit of Indian life and culture. The Federation authorises
the President to convey this resolution to His Excellency the Viceroy by telegram."
2*   Condolence,
"This Federation places on record its sense of the great loss sustained by the
country in the passing away of Mr. Narayan Vishnu Gokhale, Sir Gangadhar
Chitnavis and Mr. Justice Gokarannath Misra who were distinguished members of
tbe Liberal Party."
3.   The Round Table Conference
Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru next moved the following resolution which was passed :-
"The National Liberal Federation of India cordially welcomes the annruncement
made on October 31, 1929 by His Excellency the Viceroy as it authoritatively
confirms the view that Dominion Status for India was what was intended by the
declaration of 1917* as it definitely recognises that British India and the Indian
States should together form a greater united India and as it concedes India's claim
to a right to confer on a footing of equality with the British Cabinet on the form of
the future constitution of India.
"The^ Federation further resolves that the Liberal Party do participate in the
deliberations of the Conference contemplated in the announcement This Federation
strongly urges that the Round Table Conference should be held as early as possible
in ic^o and that the progressive elements in the country should have preponderant
representation".
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru deemed it a triumph of public opinion that their demands for
a Round Table Conference had materialised. They should all go into the Conference
and voice the^demand for Dominion Status with necessary safeguards. The speaker,
was of opinion that it was unthinkable, if there was agreement among Indians them-
selves, that their agreed demand should be rejected by any Government much less
by the Labour Government. What the Liberal party in India to-day wanted was a
constitution giving Dominion Status automatically, without periodical inquiries*
It was the imperative duty of the Government to hold a Conference at the earliest
possible moment and the speaker would be glad if it was called in May,

